XTX-CENTURY   CLINICIANS
Reference has already been made to the immortal work of
Laennec (p. 258). Another Breton physician of the time who
practised in Paris, though a man of much less account in medical
history than Laennec, was FRANCOIS JOSEPH VICTOR BROUSSAIS
(1772-1838).1 Broussais, who had been a sergeant and then a
surgeon in Napoleon's army, appears to have adopted military
tactics in his civilian medical practice, as he was a sort of Paracelsus
of France, vigorous and dictatorial, who affirmed that there were
no diseases, only symptoms, that gastro-enteritis caused most of
the troubles of humanity, that the healing power of Nature did
not exist, and that starvation and the application of leeches would
cure every ill.2 He caused a boom in the leech industry ; it is
said that jforty million leeches were imported into France in 1833.
Broussais has been called " the most sanguinary physician in
history."
A much sounder clinician was PIERRE CHARLES ALEXANDRE
Louis (1787-1872), well known for his observation of phthisis,
based upon a study of about two thousand cases and many post-
mortems.3 He noted the predilection of the disease for the apex
of the lung. He made a similar extensive study of typhoid fever,
and he proved the value of statistics in medical work. As a teacher,
Louis was held in high esteem, especially by his numerous
American pupils.4
Another distinguished French clinician was PIERRE BRETON-
NEAU (1771-1862) of Tours, who described diphtheria, and was
the first to use that name.6 He also introduced tracheotomy for
laryngeal diphtheria (1825).
One of Bretonneau's pupils was ARMAND TROUSSEAU (1801-67),
who became an eminent physician of Paris, where he was the
first to aspirate the pleural cavity.6 The procedure was improved
by his pupil, GEORGES DEEULAFOY (1839-1911), an excellent
physician and a gifted teacher, affectionately known as " le beau
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